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TABLE 5.2  UCLA Overhead Rates

Fraction of Grants

Overhead Rate         Available to Support

Year                        (%)                         Research

1978                             28.1                              0.78

1982                             35.4                              0.73

1985                             42.5                              0.70

1989                             43.5                              0.69

contracts and grants has grown, and this increase in overhead charges has re-
duced the fraction of research funds that actually support research.

SUMMARY

Previous chapters demonstrated that total funding and the overall size of the
space physics community have both increased at basically the same rate. This
chapter looks more closely at the base-funded program in space physics, the
traditional source of support for little science, and finds that the picture is not so
rosy. Although the number of proposals submitted has increased, the fraction
receiving funding and the average grant size have decreased significantly over
the past decade. At the same time, university overhead rates have claimed a
growing chunk of grant monies.

These factors combine to paint a picture of research scientists struggling to
remain funded. The average space physics scientist must now write two to four
proposals per year, twice the number required five years ago. Translating this
time drain into dollars, we estimate that the writing and reviewing of submitted
proposals currently represent a hidden cost that may be as large as 50 percent of
the funding being awarded.

Clearly, the base-funded program has not participated proportionately in the
overall space physics research funding increase. Although we do not attempt to
quantify the effect this has had on the quality of science produced, we can con-
clude that the core program has become much less efficient during the past
decade and that this trend is likely to continue in the future.